Action Points from LGA Bulletin 199 (published early July 2020)

Bulletin points

Supreme Court judgement on LGPS investment
boycotts - summary judgment

For reference, the above case originally went to the
Supreme Court as result of Government investment
guidance, which aimed to prevent the adoption of
investment policies that were confrary to the UK’s
defence/foreign policy. The Supreme Court ruled
that the Government has the power to direct
authorities on the approach they take to investment
decisions, but not on the investments they make.

The LGPS’ Scheme Advisory Board (SAB) have
published a summary of the above judgment (the
full judgment can be found here), which aims to
clarify the impact of the judgment on administering
authorities.

Covid-19 - top tips for home working

LGA’s workforce and HR support team have
published some tips for managers, to help them
support and promote good wellbeing during the
current pandemic.
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GAD 2020 data collection update

To carry out the 2020 scheme level valuation, the
Government Actuary’s Department (GAD) will
request data as at 31 March 2020 from administering
authorities in September this year. However, due to
the expected tight timeframe, GAD they do not
plan to give administering authorities individual
feedback on their data as at 31 March 2020, but,
will, instead provide a central report on LGPS data
quality.
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http://www.lgpsboard.org/images/Guidance/SAB_SCSN062020.pdf
http://www.lgpsboard.org/images/Guidance/SAB_SCSN062020.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2018-0133-judgment.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-2018-0133-judgment.pdf
https://local.gov.uk/our-support/workforce-and-hr-support/wellbeing/remote-working-top-tips
https://local.gov.uk/our-support/workforce-and-hr-support/wellbeing/remote-working-top-tips
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The Pensions Regulator (TPR) updates COVID-19
guides
TPR has given guidance to help pension schemes
and their employers cope with the impact of
COVID-19. In particular, the following guides may be « Operations - for
of use: infpormo’rion e N/A e Forinformation e N/A
e Guidance for frustees of public service pension
schemes
e Guidance on reporting duties & enforcement
activity
Delays to marriage & civil partnerships due to
Covid-19 - the potential impact on some survivors’
pensions
There may be some cases out there where a
marriage or civil partnership has been delayed due « Operations - If vou do
to Covid-19, but, in the meantime, the member has hc?ve q case w»r/\ere a
died. Consequently, this could mean the survivor is marmage or civil
considered a cohabiting partner, which, may result or’rnegr]shi has been
in some survivors not receiving a pension, or (Fj)elo ed dl?Je to Covid-
receiving a reduced pension; this would be a 19 b{” in the
particular problem to the survivor, especially where: meantime. the e Immediate « Forinformation . N/A

e The deceased left the Scheme before 1 April 2008
(the survivor wouldn't qualify for a pension)

e The deceased and the survivor hadn't met all of
the ‘eligible cohabiting partner’ at the point of
the member's death (the survivor wouldn't qualify
for a pension)

e The deceased had membership in the LGPS
before 6 April 1988 (assuming the survivor qualifies
for a cohabiting partner’s pension, they'd only

member has since
died, please refer it to
technicallgps@capita.
com, for onward
fransition to the LGA
Pensions team.
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file://///hartshffs03/cebtechnical/LGPS%20Team/Local%20Government%20Pension%20Scheme/LGPS%20Operations%20Tech%20Enquiry%20Log%20Responses%2006.01.11/Pipeline/P338/•https:/www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/en/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-consider/scheme-administration-covid-19-guidance-for-trustees-and-public-service
file://///hartshffs03/cebtechnical/LGPS%20Team/Local%20Government%20Pension%20Scheme/LGPS%20Operations%20Tech%20Enquiry%20Log%20Responses%2006.01.11/Pipeline/P338/•https:/www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/en/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-consider/scheme-administration-covid-19-guidance-for-trustees-and-public-service
file://///hartshffs03/cebtechnical/LGPS%20Team/Local%20Government%20Pension%20Scheme/LGPS%20Operations%20Tech%20Enquiry%20Log%20Responses%2006.01.11/Pipeline/P338/•https:/www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/en/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-consider/scheme-administration-covid-19-guidance-for-trustees-and-public-service
file://///hartshffs03/cebtechnical/LGPS%20Team/Local%20Government%20Pension%20Scheme/LGPS%20Operations%20Tech%20Enquiry%20Log%20Responses%2006.01.11/Pipeline/P338/•https:/www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/en/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-consider/scheme-administration-covid-19-guidance-for-trustees-and-public-service
https://www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/en/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-consider/covid-19-an-update-on-reporting-duties-and-enforcement-activity
https://www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/en/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-consider/covid-19-an-update-on-reporting-duties-and-enforcement-activity
https://www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/en/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-consider/covid-19-an-update-on-reporting-duties-and-enforcement-activity
https://www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/en/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-need-to-consider/covid-19-an-update-on-reporting-duties-and-enforcement-activity
mailto:technicallgps@capita.com
mailto:technicallgps@capita.com
mailto:technicallgps@capita.com
mailto:technicallgps@capita.com
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receive a pension based on the member’s post 5
April 1988 service)
To conclude, cases where a marriage or civil
partnership has been delayed due to Covid-19, but,
in the meantime, the member has since died, need
to be flagged to the LGA Pensions team.
REMINDER - Accessibility requirements for public
service websites & mobile applications (‘apps’)
Existing websites in place before 23 September 2018 . We recommend
must comply with certain accessibility requirements that vou review the | o 23
(links below) before 23 September 2020; mobile dochen’rs in September
apps must meet these requirements before 23 June coniunction with 2050
2021. You can read about the accessibility Ca Ji’ro's (website)
requirements on the gov.uk website: P ’
Engagement 23 June
. - . manager to ensure 2021
. gzgﬁési(;r;?ér;%gzivevsoccesmblll’ry requirements for that the pension (mobile
fund’s website & apps)
¢ Make your website or app accessible and publish mobile app
an accessibility statement
o Sample accessibility statement
New ‘McCloud’ wording for this year's annual
benefit statements (ABS)
The LGA, in conjunction with the national
Communications Working Group, has produced
some standard wording for administering authorities « Operations — for
to use in this year’'s ABS exercise to communicate P e N/A e For information e N/A

the current position on remedy to members.

Capita’s Technical team —understands that steps
have been taken to comply with this request and a
similar paragraph has been included in the covering
letters for the ABS.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/accessibility-requirements-for-public-sector-websites-and-apps
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/accessibility-requirements-for-public-sector-websites-and-apps
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/accessibility-requirements-for-public-sector-websites-and-apps
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/accessibility-requirements-for-public-sector-websites-and-apps
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/make-your-website-or-app-accessible-and-publish-an-accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/make-your-website-or-app-accessible-and-publish-an-accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/make-your-website-or-app-accessible-and-publish-an-accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/make-your-website-or-app-accessible-and-publish-an-accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sample-accessibility-statement
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sample-accessibility-statement
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HMRC Pension Scheme Newsletter 121 « Operations — for
The latest newsletter can be found here information " A " Forinformation " A
Pensions Ombudsman (PO) opinion on PO-22432 (ill
health case)
In this ill health retirement case, an employer
awarded a member a Tier 3 pension, which was
disputed by the member and, subsequently, went to
IDRP. During Stage 2 of the IDRP, the administering
authority gave an opinion that a Tier 2 award « HR - please note
would’'ve been more appropriate, but this was not e Please take note P
; ) that, in
actioned and the case was referred to the PO. that, in .
accordance with accordance with
. . the LGPS
However, the PO’s view is that Regulation 77 (4) of the LGPS -
. . Regulations, the
the LGPS Regulations 2013 allowed the « Operations — for Regulations, you PEM team have
administering authority to overturn the employer’s P o N/A have potential o N/A o N/A

original decision and, instead, go with its own
recommendation to award Tier 2; by not doing this,
the PO ruled that the administering authority was
guilty of maladministration.

If the same issue arises in the future, LGA have
advised that we ask the TPO adjudicator to
approach their legal feam for assistance, noting
that the LGA have previously raised the point in issue
in PO-22432 (after closure). They will then be able to
provide a full analysis on a live case and their views
on how the legislation should be interpreted and
followed.

information

overturn aniill
health
determination,
though only at
stage 2 of the IDRP

potential overturn
an ill health
determination,
though only af
stage 2 of the
IDRP
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pension-schemes-newsletter-121-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pension-schemes-newsletter-121-june-2020
http://lgpslibrary.org/assets/bulletins/2020/199AppB.pdf
http://lgpslibrary.org/assets/bulletins/2020/199AppB.pdf
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COVID-19: LGPS-appropriate transfer warning letter
now provided

A few months ago, the Pensions Regulator (TPR)
announced that Pension schemes should issue a
COVID-19 transfer warning to members who are
considering fransferring from a defined benefit to a
defined conftribution pension during the crisis;
however, the original warning makes reference to
the Pension Protection Fund (PPF), which doesn’t
apply to public service pension schemes.
Consequently, the LGA requested that TPR provide
another warning, specifically for public service
pension schemes; the updated warning letter can
be found here.

e Operations - please
use with immediate
effect

¢ Immediatel
y

Clarification that additional pension bought by
members (e.g. APCs, ARCs) can't be transferred
under the Club arrangements

This clarification is simply a reminder, as it's been
known for a long time that any additional pension
bought by/awarded to the member can'’t be
transferred on a club basis (i.e. they're treated as
non-club). Therefore, the CETV relating to additional
pension must be calculated on a non-club basis.

e Operations - please
take note

¢ Immediate
ly

Communication Working Group - meeting minutes
from 28 May 2020

The meeting minutes can be found here.

e Operations — for
information

e N/A

e Forinformation

e Forinformation
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http://lgpslibrary.org/assets/tpr/Covid19_CETV_letter.pdf
http://lgpslibrary.org/assets/tpr/Covid19_CETV_letter.pdf
http://lgpslibrary.org/assets/minutes/CWG20200528.pdf
http://lgpslibrary.org/assets/minutes/CWG20200528.pdf

Action Points from LGA Bulletin 199 (published early July 2020)
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. . Action to be taken by the London Borough by the Barnet
Bulletin points s complete . complete . s complete
Capita X of Barnet Council X pension fund’s X
action action action
(LBBC) team Scheme employers
National LGPS technical group minutes published « Operations — for
inz)rmoﬁon e N/A e For information o N/A
The meeting minutes can be found here.

Divorce, Dissolution & Separation Act 2020

The Act revises the legal process in England and
Wales for married couples to obtain divorces and for | ¢ Operations — please
civil partners to dissolve their civil partnership. It also take note of the
updates terms such as “decree nisi”, “decree updated terms
absolute” and “petitioner”, which have been
replaced with “conditional order”, “final order” and
“applicant”.

e |Immediate
ly
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http://lgpslibrary.org/assets/minutes/TG20200612.pdf

